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Encountering Relativism

One of our culture’s main challenges to Christianity is relativism. Relativism is the idea that all
truth claims are just opinions.

• Relativism is the belief that objective truth does not exist.

• Relativistic slogans turn out to be self-refuting.

A Conversational Tactic

• Begin by asking questions.

• Three goals of asking a question:

1. To gain information

2. To reverse the burden of proof

3. To expose a weakness in a view or position

• Three kinds of questions:

a. Get more info: “What do you mean by that?”
1. This is a great question to ask after someone makes a claim.
2. It gives the other person the chance to explain their view.
3. It gives you more information and helps you clarify their position.
4. Example claim: “I don’t believe in God.”
5. Example response: “What do you mean by God?”

b. Ask for proof: “How did you come to that conclusion?”
1. Assume they’ve thought through the issue to arrive at their conclusions
2. They probably have not thought much about it.
3. Example claim: “Something just randomly from nothing”
4. Example response: “What makes you say that?” or “What’s your
5. reasoning on that?”
6. It’s not your job to show the idea’s wrong.
7. If they make the claim, they’ve got the burden of proof.

c. Expose the flaw: “Have you ever considered the idea that…”
1. Do their conclusions follow from the evidence they presented?
2. Where’s the flaw in this idea?
3. How this can be exposed by a question rather than a statement?
4. Example claim: “How could God exist when there is evil in the world?”
5. Example response: “Have you ever considered the idea that the existence of evil

as evidence FOR the existence of God and not against it?”



C. Responding to Relativistic Slogans

1. Slogan: “You shouldn’t try to convert people to your views.”

a. “What do you mean by ‘convert’?” (This is a loaded term)
b. “Is it ever OK to try to persuade someone of your viewpoint?” (No?)
c. “Then why are you trying to persuade me to accept your viewpoint?” or “It

sounded like you were saying there is no truth, but it sounds like you think
your view is true and mine is false.”

d. “If you don’t think I’m wrong, why are you trying to correct me?”

2. Slogan: “Christians are intolerant of other viewpoints.”

a. “What do you mean by ‘intolerant’?” (This is a loaded term)
b. “How exactly are Christians intolerant?”
c. “If it’s ‘intolerant’ not to accept other people’s views, why don’t you accept

my view?”
d. “Have you ever considered the idea that tolerance actually means being

respectful of people with whom you disagree? Isn’t disagreement actually
required for tolerance?”

3. Slogan: “That’s true for you but not for me.”

a. “What do you mean by that?” (No one belief is true for everyone)
b. “What’s your reasoning on that?” or “Is that your belief?” (Yes)
c. “You say no one’s belief is true for everyone, but it seems like you want me

to believe what you just said. Am I hearing you right?”
d. “If my belief is only true for me, why isn’t your belief only true for you?” z

(self-excepting fallacy)



Pointing People to Christ

• How trustworthy is the source or basis of your belief?

• How does the source of your belief compare to the Bible?

• Would it matter to you if you knew that your belief comes
into conflict with what Christ says is the truth about God
and life?

• Do you consider Christ good? Maybe even the best human
example in all of human history? Can you think of anyone
better than Christ?

• If He is truly good, this means He would not lie. Are you
aware of His claims to be the Creator, as well as the way,
the truth, the life, the light of the world, and the only Savior
of mankind?

• Perhaps you have not thought about it, but your belief in
essence says He is at best untrustworthy, and at worst a
willful deceiver.

• Do you think that is likely, based on all we know about
Him?

• Than is it likely that your view is incorrect?



Challenges to Christian Truth

• I believe there are many ways to God. Christians are
arrogant to think there way is the only way.

• How can the majority be wrong?

• Christians are intolerant, judgmental, homophobic haters.

• Something terrible happened to me or one of my loved
ones, so what good is God?

• Why is there evil and unjust suffering?

• What about those who have never heard about Christ?

• I believe as long as a person is sincere, that's all that really
matters.

• I think as long as you love, that's all that is needed.

• I am a good person and I think that's all this matters.

• Jesus was a great teacher and maybe one of many
spiritually-developed people.

• Why doesn't God just appear to all mankind?



What About Those

Who Have Never Heard the Gospel?

1. God's Love and Justice

We know that whatever God does, it is based on His perfect love and justice.

John 3 (16) "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. (17) For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him.

1 John 4 (8) Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

Deuteronomy 32 (3) I will proclaim the name of the LORD. Oh, praise the greatness of our God! (4) He is
the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and
just is he.

2. God's Foreknowledge

God already knows who can be brought to repentance and faith.

Romans 8 (29) For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son,
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

1 Peter 1 (1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, (2) who have been chosen according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus
Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.

3. God's Desire

God wants none to perish, but all to be brought to repentance.

1 Timothy 2 (3) This is good, and pleases God our Savior, (4) who wants all men to be saved and to come
to a knowledge of the truth.

2 Peter 3 (9) The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.



4. Human Knowledge of God
Every human has knowledge of God. The question is what we do with that knowledge.
Do we seek Him or turn away from Him?

Romans 1 (18) The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, (19) since what may be known about God
is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. (20) For since the creation of the world God's
invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that men are without excuse. (21) For although they knew God, they neither
glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened. (22) Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools (23) and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. (28)
Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to
a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done.

Psalm 19 (1) The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. (2) Day after
day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. (3) There is no speech or language
where their voice is not heard. (4) Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the
world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun,

Acts 17 (26) From one man he (God) made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth;
and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. (27) God did this
so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each
one of us.

5. When a Human Heart is Open

When an individual's heart is open to God and truth, God sends the Gospel to them.

Cornelius / Acts 10 (1) At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as
the Italian Regiment. (2) He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those
in need and prayed to God regularly. (Read verses 3-48 for the rest of the story.)

Macedonian Call / Acts 16 (6) Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and
Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. (7) When
they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow
them to. (8) So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. (9) During the night Paul had a vision of a
man of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." (10) After Paul had
seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach
the gospel to them.

Lydia and her household / Acts 16 (11) From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace,
and the next day on to Neapolis. (12) From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading
city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. (13) On the Sabbath we went outside
the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak
to the women who had gathered there. (14) One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond
to Paul's message. (15) When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her
home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she
persuaded us.

Many people not yet reached / Acts 18 (9) One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be
afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. (10) For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm
you, because I have many people in this city." (11) So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the
word of God.



6. Missionary Testimonies

Villagers Pray to "the God Who Hung on the Cross"
In her book The God Who Hung on the Cross, journalist Ellen Vaughn retells a gripping story of how the
Gospel came to a small village in Cambodia. In September 1999 Pastor Tuy Seng (not his real name)
traveled to Kampong Thom Province in northern Cambodia. Throughout that isolated area, most villagers
had cast their lot with Buddhism or spiritism. Christianity was virtually unheard of.

But much to Seng's surprise, when he arrived in one small, rural village the people warmly embraced him
and his message about Jesus. When he asked the villagers about their openness to the gospel, an old
woman shuffled forward, bowed, and grasped Seng's hands as she said, "We have been waiting for you
for twenty years." And then she told him the story of the mysterious God who had hung on the cross.

In the 1970s the Khmer Rouge, the brutal, Communist-led regime, took over Cambodia, destroying
everything in its path. When the soldiers finally descended on this rural, northern village in 1979, they
immediately rounded up the villagers and forced them to start digging their own graves. After the
villagers had finished digging, they prepared themselves to die. Some screamed to Buddha, others
screamed to demon spirits or to their ancestors.

One of the women started to cry for help based on a childhood memory—a story her mother told her
about a God who had hung on a cross. The woman prayed to that unknown God on a cross. Surely, if this
God had known suffering, he would have compassion on their plight.

Suddenly, her solitary cry became one great wail as the entire village started praying to the God who had
suffered and hung on a cross. As they continued facing their own graves, the wailing slowly turned to a
quiet crying. There was an eerie silence in the muggy jungle air. Slowly, as they dared to turn around and
face their captors, they discovered that the soldiers were gone.

As the old woman finished telling this story, she told Pastor Seng that ever since that humid day from 20
years ago the villagers had been waiting, waiting for someone to come and share the rest of the story
about the God who had hung on a cross.

Doris I. Rosser & Ellen Vaughn, The God Who Hung on the Cross (Zondervan, 2003), pp. 35-37


